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| Blefied is he that readeth, and th they that heat the Wards of 
this Prophecy, and keep thoſe things that are written — 
or the time is at hand, Rev. 1. 3. 
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Advertiſement. 


HE Author ſome time fince e Printing an 
Interpretation of all t 72 in the Book 1% mT, ; 
but as that failed for want of a ſufficient Subſcription, he ventures to 
preſent to the public an explication of the 13! p. which contains 
one of the intereſting Nint. He now, once for all, acknowleges / 
the great n Je” rem Mr. Mede, Sir I. Newton, 
Dr. H. Moore, Mr. Jurieu, Mr. Lowman, Bp. Newton, Dr. 
Worthington, and =_ 38 2 on the Prophecies. He 
has preſumed in thing to differ from theſe very reſpect able Authors, 
pan! ph boy iy of his own 55 17 22 is to [et this 
vi ſon in the moſt natural and-eajy light, that it may be underſtood by 
common chriftians. ¶ the following Sheets meet with a favourable 
reception, when they are ſold, he propoſes immediately to publiſh his 
7 on the 17th Chap. which may throw ſome further light on the 
ien exhibited in this, and render it probable that the complete down- 
fal of Popery may be much nearer at hand than many have ſuppoſed, 
and — at the preſent time we have ſome remarkable ſigns of it's 
appr ac n. N | * ; 4 
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RarTionAL. Exytication 


f the XIIIch CArTER of the 


Revelation of St. JOHN.” 


- 4 H « A P. XIII. 1— 10. | 

I. And I flood upon the Sand of the Sea, and faw 4 Beit 

riſe up ou of the Sex, having feven Heads and ten Horns; and 
ber Horns ten Crowns ; ; and upon his Heads the Name of 

em 

3: ond he he Beaſt which I ſew was like unto a and 
his Feet — 4s the Feet of a Bear, and his Mouth as the 7 
of a on Lion : 1 221 the Dragon gave him his Power, and his Seat, 

great ataorit 

1 Sand! rag OM his Heads, as it were unde üb Dentin 

his deadly Wound was healed ; and all the World wondered 
after the Beaſt. 

4. And they Worin pped the Drag gon which gave Power unto. | 
the Beaſt : and they worſhipped the Beaft, ſaying, Who is like 
unto r ns yr ? who is able to _ War with - $7; 443k 
nd there was given unto him a peaking great = 

Things, and Blaſphemies ; and Power was given unto him to 

continue forty and two Months. 

6. And heo his Mouth in Blaſphemy againſt God, ta 
blaſpheme his ame, and his Tabernacle, and that dwelt 
in Heaven. 

7. And it was given unto. him to make War with the Saints, 
and to overcome them: And Powet was given hin over all 
Kindreds, and Tongues, arid Nations. 

8. And all that dwell upon the Earth ſhall worſhip him, whoſe 
Names are not written in the Book of Life of the Lamb Lain 
from the Foundation of the World. 

g. If any Man have an Ear, let him hear. 

. 10, He that leadeth into Captivity, ſhall go into Captivity + 

He that killeth with the Sword, muſt be killed with the Sword, 

Here is the Patience and the Faith of the Saints. 


N this Cha pter the Spirit of God, in a furpeiain * 
Viſion x — to John, gives him a view of the 
Roman Empire, eſpecially in it's laſt ſtate, when 
it ſhould become a mixture of civil and eccle/R 


cal Power, of Pagan and Antichriftian Tdolatry and 
e EY Chriſtiana 


* 


"- Chriſtians had been warned by the Apoſtles long 
before, eſpecially by St. Paul, of the coming of the 


i in this book, of Prophecies, 5 
In the p 


: Prophet. 23 


Man of Sin, after the warking of Satan. The time of 
His 9 90s was _— EE, ; and the l 
and perſecutions which the faithful worſhippers of 
God ſhould ſuffer under his tyranny, and their deli- 
vetarice at the appointed time, by the utter deſtructi- 


on of this grand Leader of the Apoſtacy and the 


whiole fabric of his power, are the main 


= 


things aimed 


| ding viſions we have ſeveral prediQi- | 
ons of thefe things in various views. But in this Chap- 


ter and the ſeventeenth, the formidable tyranny of 


Antichriſt is more particularly deſcribed, in its be- 
ginning, connections, nature, extent, and duration; 
and the Saints are comforted with the aſſurance that, 


though for many centuries they ſhould be held in a 


ſtate of captivity, like the Jews in Babylon, and perſe- 
euted and ſlain with the ſword, yet Jeſus Chriſt would 


At length accompliſh their deliverance, by the utter 


deftruction of the 


kingdom of the Beaſt and the falſe 


The ſcene of this viſion is laid on the ſea · hore. 
The Apoſtle ſeemed to have his ſtation on the Sand of 


tbe ſes, or a'beach, where 15 had an open view of the 


ocean. And while he was looking, he ſaw a Beaſt riſe 


| Up out of the ſea, bauing ſeven beads,. and ten borns, 


and" upon bis horns ten crowns, and upon bis beads the 
name of blaſphemy : And the Beaſt was compounded 


of the forms of three different wild beaſts, viz. a Leo- 
Bard, Bear and Lion. eu 


we ſhall find the four great Monarchies of the wor 


lich aroſe in ſocceſſion. viz..the-Babylonian, Perfian, 
0 S we g 2 r Orecian, 


9 6 


. ̃ ̃ ̃— Nan 
No if we look into the ſeventh Chapter of Dol. 
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zrecran, and Roman, repreſented emblematically by 
our terrible beaſts, all riſing out of the ſea. The firſt 
of theſe was like a Lion ; — fecond like a Bear; the 
third like a Leopard; and the fourth repreſented in 
no, particular form, © but dreadful and terrible, and 
* exceeding ſtrong, having great iron teeth, devouring | 
and breaking ja pieces every thing which came in 

« its way, and ſtamping the rehidue under it's feet. 
This laſt beaſt had ten horns ; among which another 
© little horn came up, which plucked up three of the 
* other horns by the roots, and had eyes like the eyes 
© of a man, and a mouth ſpeaking great things. This 
e horn made war with the ſaints, and prevailed againſt 
; them, until the time came that the ſaints poſſeſſed 
the kingdom: then this Beaſt was ſlain, and his 
© body deſtrqyed, and given to the hurning flame.“ 
An heavenly Interpreter explains this viſion, — ſays, 
« Theſe great beaſts, which are four, are four kings 
« which ſhall ariſe out of the earth, i. e. accord, 
ing to the plain deſign and tenor of the viſion, four 


| Kingdoms or Empires. This is evident by what is 
particularly ſaid of the fourth heaſt.--- The fourth 


« beaſt, ſays the Angel, ſhall be the fourth kingdom 
6 upon earth, which ſhall be diverſe from all * 
cc doms, and ſhall devour the whole carth, and ſhall 
« tread it down, and break it in pieces. And the ten 


« borns out of this kingdom are ten kings (i i. e. king+ 


« doms ) that ſhall ariſe : and another ſhall ariſe after 


& them; and he ſhall be diverſe from the firſt, and he 


« ſhall ſubdue three kings. And he ſhall ſpeak great 


Words againſt the moſt & High, and ſhall wear out the 


<« ſaints of the moſt High, and think to change times 
& and laws; 3, and they ſhall be given into his hand, 


- * until a time, times, and the dviding Aan, 1 


. . 
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* 10 is well — the fourth, great Monarch won 
the Roman Empire, This 1xxeproſented by the oy 


— — —— — — — 


beaſt in Daniel's vifion. Ie wWas the moſt 


and feet of iron; 


| image was repreſented by the legs 


Hd t the toes patt of iron and part of clay. The ten 


todes of that Image anſwer to the ten horns of the 4th 


Beaſt ; and by theſe ſeveral circumflances we may | 
conclude, this Beaſt which John ſaw riſe ont of the 


fea; is an Emblerti of the yery One pedo gg Mon- 
arcliy; vit the Roman, | oaks 


In Chap. 19. 144) Wer Abe tory ——— 


waters on which the great Whore leech, to mean 
oples, and multitudes, and nations and tongues. 
herefote the ring of the Beaſt out of the ſeq, fignifies 
that the Empire was formed by a multitude of nations 
united under one government, after many commo- 

tions, which, in it's general adminiſtration became 
| qyrannical, and o was * e by a Torioul 
wild beaſt. | | 


The” ume deten Interpreter res us a \ double 


x ſitteth. Aud there are ſeven Kings ; five are fallen, 
and one is, and the otlier is not yet come”. The 
firſt of theſe interpretations confirms what has been 
obſetved'abvve; viz; tliat the Beaſt is an emblem of 
the Roman Empire; for Rome, the capital, *thargreat 
City which reigneth over the Kings of the earth,” is 
plamly deſcribed by the ſeyen mountains on which it 


Was bie. But the latter is the moſt proper fignifica- 


tion of the ſeven heads, There are pg Kings, &c. 
Itis abſurd to ſuppoſe ſeven kings, confidered 2s fingle 
282 are meant by the feven heads of the Beaſt: 

e Empire could not be conſtituted and ſupported 
from firſt to * by a Mort, inconfiderable ſucceſſion 


of Ring or e Such 2 eee you | 


werful of 
All, and in Nebachadnezzar's Dream of the great 


meaning of the ſeven beads i the beat. The ſeven 
« heads. are feven mountains on which the Woman 


» pa -Z GC  acoc.C.ci.c w.oos. adi. A r 
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be a great impropriety i. the. io, rad ibn put 

with at variety of furpri ng incidents comprehe hended 
in it. Eve circumſtance 
muſt here be uſed figuratively for the ſupreme gover- 
ning, powers which ge i ales is the 
Empire. a een A ek 
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The gen borns of this 10 Gignify tex FIND 


into which a was divided under the laſt 7 


of government. They all ese Head 
however diſtinct in themſelves, conſtitute. an united 


power. Horns are à well Known {ymbal of Arens 


or power, and are often yſed in Scripture in this figus 
mo ſenſe. And that the ſymbol in this viſion may * 


be more 7 of kingly power, upon the Horns 
Fol ten Crowns, one on each barn....: Morepyer: oy 
eads was the name of blaſ; Remy, An Inſcription 
Was Peggy on the Heads of the Beaſt 
hend them all, importing that this Monſter is a bold 
and furious enemy to God and his kingdom, the great 
Patron of Idolatry, Superſtition, and all blaſphemous 
doctrines and worſhip ; for whatever is contrary to 
the honor of the one true Gad, and tends to exalt crea- 
tures above him, or place them in his ſtead to bg 
worſhipped and obeyed, or to caſt reproach and con» 


mpt on the truth ee enen 


be calle VMaſpbemy. 1 bo, 


"This ſevencheaded hola had Fane! 3 


feet like a Bear, and mauth like a Lian. He wass 
compound of the three firſt beaſts which Daniel ſaw; 


and in reality the fourth of ther making his appear- 
- ance again. F. or the fourth Monarchy was formed 
cout of the remains of the three former, and compre» 


| _ hHended all thoſe nations of which they were compo» 
fed; and in him the policy and * of * were 


vaited. 1 N ba” * 
$ laalab, 65, 7. Ezek, 20, 27, 20. 


erm thas ths: word Kings; . 
Q 
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KG Dragon gon, or Satan, wha is rep orefente] __ 2D 
viſion under the emblem of a Dragon, 
— me in the form of the beaſt; having like hini 
feven heads and ten horns, gave the Beaſt bis power, 
ind bis throne, and great authority: He was the in- 
viſible founder of the Roman Monarchy ; or ratlief 
got it into his hands, gave it a vaſt extent of dominign, 
pot eriſhed it as his own viſible kingdom, and mana- 
ok it as his inſtrument to prombte idolatty, and per- 
ute and deſtfoy the Church of God. By meins of 
this Empire — all it's ſicceflive forms, until Pa- 
_ganiſm was deſtroyed, he kept up his tytanny in the 
world. And afterward, when he was caſt down from 
| his power, by the prevalence of chriſtianity, he con 
trived ſtill to make it ſubſervient to his own intereſt. 
When it received a fatal wound he had the art to 
revive it; by placing Antichriſt at the head, and em- 
ing himto accompliſh his malicious defigns againſt 
rſt and his Church. 80 the Empire from firſt to 
laſt is to be conſidered as the 25 of Satan, or the 


2 Serpent: 


Somzechidg v ve 3 feat occurs. fotin aw ond 
of the beads the Beaft as it were wounded to Death } 
and his deadly wound was healed. One of the heads 
dot forms of government feceived a fatal ſtroke, and 
the Beaſt ſeemed irrecoverably btought to it's End. 
This exactly agrees with what Paul writes to the 
Theſſalonians concerning the comiũg of the Man of 
vin, 2 Theſ. 2, 6, 7, 8, © Ard now ye know what 
« withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time: 
For the myſtery of iniquity doth already work: only 
u he who now letteth (i. e. Hindereth) will let, until 
* he he taken out of the way. And then ſhall that 
Ne Wicked be tevealed, whom the Lord ſhall confurne, . 

| Kc. | 


r «iter tranſlation of th word rendered Set i aut 


* 


: 


| ; | . | J 9 ; BY * 41 * +. 
EA "That which hindered: Antichriſt * aps 
pearing was that Head of the Roman Empire, then 
in power; the ſixth bead, viz; the Imperial: but When 
that form of govetnment ſhould be taken out of the 
Way, then the Man of Sin, the. Antichriſt; was to he 
revealed. If the Apoſtle had ſpoke more plainly 
and faid : The preſent, authority of the Emperors- 
« hinders, Kc, but when this is at an end, Antichriſt 
« ſhall appear, it might have expoſed him th a prd= 
ſecution for rreafon againſt the State. But the:chrifs 
tians of thoſe times might eafily undetſtand what he 
meant, and he ſpeaks plain enough of the removal 
of that wh was the lupratite x. In at that time. 


WW all Hiftorians agree that 8 power and "I 
ceſſion of the weſtern Emperors 3 A. D. 476 
when Odoacer, at the head of a- numerbus army of 
| Goths, entered Italy, ſubdued the whole country, 
took the city, of Rome, depoſed Momillus Auguſtulus, 
and aſſumed the title of King of Italy. . From.him in- 

a-few years, Theodoric, King of the Oftrogoths, took 
| os kingdom: and from that time Italy was govern 
_ by Gothic Kings ſucceſſively about 52 years. Thus 
the Roman Empire received. a wound which ſeemed 
Mo fatal. 


But while John was IVR this TT FEELS 
and looked on the Beaſt to be dead beyond recovery, 
all at once, in an unaccountable manner, the deadly 
wound was bealed, and the Beaſt revived... The very 
head which received the wound was riot reſtored 
= for it appears by what has been ſaid above, 

that bead was intirely cut off. But the wound did not 
prove abſolutely fatal to the Beaſt : another head 
F ſprung up in its room, which was futniſhed with 725 
ten crowned horas, | | fo 00 
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From that time a remarkable alteration was made 
in che appearance of the Beaſt: it ſtruck all men with 
ad miration and ſuperſtitious reverence ; they gazed, 
and were infatuated with Idolatry. All the: World 
wondered after the Beal. The Inhabitants of the 
whole earth were aſtoniſhed, that ſuch a wound could 
be healed, and the Life of the Beaſt preſerved ; eſpe- 
cially- that a new head ſhould grow ot, ſtronger and- 
fiercer than the former. And they” worſbipped the 
Dragan which gave power wnto*the Begſt. They 
attributed this miraculous cure to an inviſtble agency, 
and went into the ſame kind of ſuperſtitious worſhip 
which had been practiſed in the pagan Empire, un- 
der the influence of the Dragon. And they worſbip- 
ed the Beaft, ſaying, Who is lite unto the Beaſt? Who 
is alle to make war with him? The world adored 
the new appearance of power in the Roman Empire, 
and ſubmitted to it with profound veneration. They 
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The worſhip of the Dragon plainly ſignifies the revival of 

Icdelatry, which ultimateſy is to pay honor to the Devil, for 
it is directed to departed. ſpirits, called Dæmons in the anti- 
ent lieathen theology, and other inviſible powers, It is an 
abomination to the true God, and thereſore muſt terminate 
in Satao the old Ser repreſented. by. the Dragon. Ac- 
cordingly, St. Paul ſays 1ſt Cor. 10, 20, The things which - 

_ © the Gentiles ſacrifice, they ſacrifice to Devils (or Dzmons) 
and not to God.“ And it appears by Rev... 9. 20, that the 
plagues ſent upon the world under the th & 6th Trumpets, 
yo 7 ned to puniſh men for the worthip ot Demons, and 

ot ff 


ver, and gold, od and fione : and as theſe judg- 
ments were iuflicted on the Kingdom of the Beaſt, it ſhows ue 
in What manner men worſhippedthe Dragon, viz, by the In- 
zroduction of, Idolatry into the chriflian Church 
ITbe worſhip of the Beaſt; may imply the ſame thing in a2 
"different; view, as being,a ſubmiſſive compliance with the . 
- | Jdolatries'eltabliſhed by the Antichriſtian Powers,” But it 
may be taken {likewiſe for a / ſuperſtitious reverence of the 
Zowers themſgives. The world was to be kept in awe of the 
Beait, after his revival, by a ſuperſtitious regard to his high 
_ eccleſiaſtical ——, mixed with the Terrors of the civ 
Iword, and ſo all would readily yield homage and obedience, 
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political conſtitution, and both united were pronouns 


of Chriſt for a long time. His time indeed is limited, 


+ The Word i 


e 42 Months, this doubtleſs takes in the whole Time of bis 


regarded it as the authority of God, 1 Well as of a 
ced jitreſiſtible. 


From tbis time forward the revived Empire appears 
to be a ſtrange mixture of civil and eceleflaſtical pow- 
er, united under the government of Antichrift as a 
new Head, ſprung up in the Place of the former, and 
man by Satan in fuch a manner as to become 


even more blaſphemous, idolatrons, defpotic, and fu- 
rious than the ancient pagan government. For when 


the Beaſt was e A mouth was given * 
ſpeaking great things and blaſphemies. This exprefſ- 
7 his high claims of authority above all powers and 


las, humane and divine, and the exercife of it in the 


moſt determinate uncontroulable manner, for erecting 
and maintaining a falſe, ſuperſtitious, and blaſphe- 
mous Syſtem of Religion. And was given 
unte him ta continue forty and two months. This 
great power was given unto the Beaſt by the ſupreme 
Ruler of the world, according to the Counſels of in- 
finite Wiſdom, for the accompliſhment of worthy and 
hs defigns of his providence. Neither Men nor 

evils can go beyond his permiſſion ; but for reaſons 


of his univerſal government, unſearchable by us, He 


ſuffers the Enemies of his kingdom to rage and pre- 
vail for an appointed time. The Beaſt therefore was 
permitted to. exerciſe the moſt formidable authority, 
and practice every method againſt the true Church 


but 


a 4 WE Te” OE IO" 4.4. 
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which may be tranſlated 


or practice whatſoever he pleaſeth, in the full Exerciſe of bis 
digh Claims, and make War with the Saints, thro' a Courſe 


Continuance ; his is taken he will be 
FWW 
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ed by forty and two months; which reduced to 
gays makes 1260, and according to the prophetic 
Fay of reckoning, each day is to be taken for a yeax. 
80 that from the time of the revival of the Beaſt, and 
his receiving Power to exerciſe this high tyrapny, he 
will continue 1260 years. 0 = 


, 


This ſame Period is mentioned no leſs than five times within 
te compaſs of three chapters, viz, the 11, 1 2, and 13th.— 
The outer court of the Temple is given to the Gentiles to be 

iden under foot 42 months. The two Wieſe prophecy 

x ſackcloth 1260 days. The ſupport of the Woman, i. e. 

” the Church, in the Wilderneſs is fi ited by two diſtinct ac- 

--. counts of time; firſt it is ſaid to be 1260 days; and then, 2 

time, times, and and half, i, 7 in plain language, one year, 
two years, and half à year, which taken together make the 

ſame number of 1260 days: And ſo the Beift after his _ 

val is to continue, or practiſe according to his will 42 months. 

All theſe numbers contain the ſame ſpace of time, and relate 

to the ſame ſeries of events in different views. The Period 

- Includes a great variety of remarkable diſpenſations of Pro- 

vidence feſpecting both the Church ahd the World, 

Which are pointed; out in theſe Prophecies. If we ſhould 
take theſe times ſtrictly for three years and an half, it would 
be impoſſible to conceive of ſo many ſurprizing incidents, 
many threatning dangers and diſtreſſes bro't on the Church, 
©, and ſuch a'diyerfity of plagues: on its enemies, all crowded 
N into ſo ſmall a ſpate as three or four years. What 
ance can be produced from hiſtory, of ſuch 2 multitude of 
aſtoniſhing changes, in which all nations of the known world 
| were intereſted, comprized in ſo ſhort a time? Therefore if 
3 any” preciſe period of time is intended, (which cannot be 
| doubted, fince the very ſame is ſo often repeated) it muſt be 
| © takenin ſome larger ſenſe., And as we find in the old Teſta- 
| I ment ſeveral examples in which days are anſwerable to years, 

4 it is ſuiticient to juſtify the fame way of reckoning in the 

1 | Ns of this Book. Thus Num. 14, 34, it is ſald, As- 

| ter the number of the days in which ye ſearched the land, 

| e even 40 days, each day for a year, ſhall ye bear your ini - 
1 quities, even forty years. And in Ezek. iv, 4, 5, 6, 2 175 
fora year is appointed the Prophet to bear the iniquities 

Irael ind Judah. But: Daniel's prophecy of the time of the 

„  Meffiah's coming makes this prophetic way of reckoning 

- = quite clear, -- The time is there fixed to 70 Weeks, and the 

-gccompliſhment is 2 ſufficient proof to chriſtians that theſe 
weeks are to be reduced to days, and each day taken or a 
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Aeon as the Bea drew us -life and 
power, He opened bis mouth in Bld, bemy againſt God, 
to haſpbeme bis name, and his tabernacle, and them 
that divell in beaven. His commands and decrees, 
and the whole exerciſe of his authority, were blaſ- 
phemous, beins reproachful to the name and eve: 

attribute of the great God, and contradictory to his 
ward and inſtituted worſhip, He eſtabliſhed idola» 
try, and uttered falſe docttines, in oppoſition to the 
Goſpel, and the glory of all the divine Perfections. 
He blaß hemed God's Tabernacle, i. e, his trye Church, 
by the bitereſt inveRives and ſlanders, and the moſt 
abominable corruption and perverſion of it's ſacred 
order, difcipline and. worſhip, and he blaſphemed 
them that dwell in beaven, i. e. the citizens of the new 
Jeruſalem, though yet on earth, by ſtigmatizing them 
with the moſt odious ſlanders and names of infamy, 
becauſe they renounce his authority, and are ſubjects 
of the heavenly kingdom; and Angels and departed 
Zaints, by fathering on them falſe revelations and ly- 
ing wonders, and nag them the patrons of ſuper- 
ſtition, and objects of idolatrous and blaſphemous ado- 
ration. And it was given unto bim to make war with 
the Saints and overcome them, He was permitted not 
only to practiſe all manner of policy, but employ all 
his force againſt thoſe that adhered to the truth of 
the Goſpel, and to ſuppreſs them ſo far that they 
ſhould ſeem to be wholly conquered and extirpated, 
And power was given him over all kindreds and tongues, 
* r 1 | | 188 72 
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— — — — oo a — — — 11 — . 
In theſe viſions the Temple of God, and his Tabernicle, and 
other Things belonging to the antient Jewiſh Church, are 
made Symbols of the true Church of Chriſt. The World is 
_ repreſented as the kingdom of Antichriſt, and Saints are con+ 
- fidered as in Chriſt's heavenly kingdom. "The Scene there- 
fore appears in heaven when a view of the true Church is 
. Exhibited, and both living and departed Saints, ate ſpoken of 
_ a» inhabitants of heaven, for all belong to the general alles 
Ny and Church of the firſt born col FA 


* — 


du nations. His Monarchy became as abſolute and 
univerſal as any that ever a ppeared in the world; he 
Held a muldtude of nations in ſubjection, and all 
mankind ſeemed to acknowledge and tremble at 5 
wer, A that dwell upon the earth were to worſhi 
{why whoſe names are not written in the book o of if | 
the Lamb flain from the faundation of the world. 
the inhabitants of the An world, who had 
not che marks of true chriſtians according to the Goſ- 
pel, eſpec n of depending intirely on the ſa- 
küßte of the Lamb of God, in oppoſition to all other 
Gacrifices and mediators, and 10 had no right to the 
promiſe of eternal life, were to join i in idalizing this 
Antichriftian power, and yield obedience to his au- 
thority with the utmolt reverence, 


- "If this formidable power were fuffered to continue 
without controul, as long as might. be apprehended 
from it's apparent firmneſs and univerſal prevalence, 
the Saints muſt deſpair, the Church muſt be intirel 
deſtroyed. But his time is limited; the end wi 
come. any man bave an ear, kt him bear. Let all 
attend to the rasse ven the people of God, 
that he ſhall in due time 2 brought to utter deſtruc- 
tion. He wha ſo long leads captive, hall himſelf ga 
into captivity. He that kelleth ſuch multitudes of Saints 
with the ſword of perſecution muft himſelf be killed 
with the fork, For God will put it into the hearts of 
thoſe very Kings which firſt gave him his power, to 
deprive | —— of it again, and turn their ſwords againſt 
him. + Here is the patience and the faith of th Bi Saints. 
This is à ſufficient encouragement to the Saints to be 
par atient, and continue fedfaſt in the Faith of the 
 Goſ Del, i in the full perſwaſion of the accompliſhment 

of all the promiſes, whether relating to the everlaſt- 
| ing ſalvation of the heavenly State, or As =» 
Au future proſperity of the Vc _ 
| 7 1215 17, 16. a. 
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Before this abe is finiſhed,; it may be neceflry , 
to obſerve that this new head © "the Bf is not to be 


confidered merely as a, ſingle Power like the former, 
but rather as an Union of tendiftin& Powers, benen 2 
by the ten crawned Horns on this Head; it is the u- 
nited power of the ten Kingdoms i into which the Em- h 
pire was divided, after it received the fatal wound, and 
at the very time when Antichrift ſhouldap ppear. This 
will be very evident, if wo attend to the whole de- 
ſcription of the firſt and ſecond Beaſt ; and it is par- 
ticularly exprefſed in Chap. 17. v. 17, where the ten 
Horns (i. e. Kings) are ſaid to agree and. grve their 
kingdoms to the Beg. And this is farther verified in 
Daniel's vifion, by the little Horn, which, with all the 
appearance of policy and fierceneſs came up among 
the ten. It was a Power diſtinct from all the reſt, > 
5 5 ſeemed weak atit's firſt appearance ; but it pluck- 
by the three of the other horns, and had . 
ike the eyes of a man, and a mouth ſpeaking great 
! and a hook more Aout than bis fellows, . The 
fame horn ſpake great words againſt the mo High, | 
and made war with the Saints, and prevailed againſt | 
them, and claimed authority to change times and laws,., | 
which were given into his band for a time, times, and, + 
the dividing of time. The characters of this horn | 
hayea remarkable agreement with thoſe of the Beaſt 
after his Recoyery ; both are faid to have a mouth... 
ſpeaking great things ; both exerciſe unlimited deſpo- | 
tifm, and are permitted to tyrannize for an appointed. _ 
time ; both make war with the Saints and prevail l; 
and: the ſame Period is fixed for the continuance of 
both. Times and laws are given into the Hand of - 
the little Horn until a time, times, and the dividing of . 
time, i. e. three years and an half, or 1260 prophetic | 
days; and the Beaſt after his revival i is to, exerciſe 
his power 42 months, which make exactly the ſame . 
number ba days, Tue little Horn aroſe among the 
ten 
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(ch Kings th them 
ows, though he had no 8 in their domi- 
ions upon the diviſion of the Empire among them, 
until he ſubdued three of them, and got their parti f 
culat n into his own hands. But the pows- . 
er of the whole really. centered in him, and he di . 
what he pleaſed; for his look was more ſtout, than 
his fellows, and times and laws were given into his 


_ 


hands, by the conſent of All. 


"By ali hefe cireumſtances it is not difficult to fee; - 
that Antichriſt acts as the true head and life of the 
Roman Empite after the healing of it's deadly 197151 1 
in whom the ten kingdoms into which it was divided 
Agree 26, Unite their power. In him a Monarchy was 
formed reſetubling the ancient Empire, and which 
might be confideted as acontinuation of it, by a ſtrange , 
coalition of civil and ecclefiaſtical power. Antichriſt q 
therefore plainly appears to be the Papal Monarchy . 
or the Biſhops. of Rome in continual ſucceſſion: ; © 


; dat þ 
nennt 


They 985 | every. advantage io aggrandize ' 
themſelves: by degrees above their fellow Biſhops, 
and even above the Kings among whom the broken 
they gain d deſpotic power over all the nations which 
Rome had formerly governed, and reſtored. that fa- 
Infatuated tvith ſuperſtition all Kings and People again x 
acknowleged her authority, and paid the moſt pro- 
found reverence and homage. There the Man of 
Sim, the Head of an Apoſtate Church, fix d his throne, 


He atfumed the power of a Monarch, and exerciſed 
_ as great authority as the ancient Emperors, though. 
artifcially concealed under the N Mis 
niſter of Etrrift ; and by "the tertor of his ſpiritual 


. «A _v% 
too ble dr Doren 2 np 033 0101 255. a3. 
Aud acted in concert with them as his fel- 


Etnpite was divided. By. various arts and intrigues 


mus City to the honor of being Miſtreſs of the World. , 
and gave law to all kindreds, and nations, and tongues. 
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arms ſubdued all oppoſition, and made every mim 
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tremble gt the chought of engaging in 2 war agalaſt 


him. His claims * grand beyond example, and 
roceeded even to the heighth of blaſphemy . He 
adden God, by aſſuming titles and prerogatives 
which belong to God only, and promoting Idolatry z 
and bis tabernacle, by taking the whole power of the 
C into his owti hands, and turning all religi- 
ous Worſhip into farce and hypocriſy ; arid them that 
dwell in heaven, by abuſing the names and characters 
of Angels, and departed” Saints, for the encourage 
ment of ſuperſtition and Idolatry, as well as ſtigmas 


Arid he made war with the Saints, perſecuted all that 
adhered to the word and worſhip of God according 
to the Scriptures,” and would not ſubmit to his com- 
mands and decifions, and overcame them by fire and 
word ſo that at length few were left to withſtand 
his power; and bear teſtimoniy to the Truth. And 


i td. 8 — _—_ * * 


i _ A ..om—_ 


1 Omitting a niultitude of particular inſtances to prove the high 
claims of the Papacy, it may be ſufficient to produce that 
extravagant maxim * inculcated by the Popes in the 1 3th 
Century with obflinate zeal, and to which, as the Sum and 
| © Subſtance ofPapal Juriſprudence, they endeavored by all the 
© means which pertidy or violence, could ſuggeſt; to give the 
force of z law'—viz. That the Biſhop of Rome is the ſu- 
. **-preme Lord of the univerſe, ind that neither Princes not 
« Biſhops, civil governors nor ecclefiaſtical rulers, have any 
o 2 Natel err n Church or State but what they derive 
from him.“ vid. Dt; Moſhi; Eccle; Hiſt. Cent. 1 3. Ch. 2. 


In the ſixteenth Century blaſphemy àgaipſt the holy Scrip= - 


tures bad got to ſuch am heighth, that the Popes ©* perrmitt 
* their champions to indulge themſelyes openly. in reflexions 
s "injoriotis, fo tlie dignity of the ſacred — and by an 
« exceſs of blaſphemy almoſt incredible, (if the ſſions ot 
+ men did nat render. them capable of the greateſt enormai- 
ties) to dec 8 publickly, that the Edicts of the 0 
27 e of oral tradition * — point ot 
authority, to the expreſs language o ptures. 
fi. Moth, Eee, Hig, Cent, $4, 64, kl Part 1 35. 
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tizting the living with the odidus name of Heretics, 
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"the main body of chriſtian Profeſſors every where, 
eſpecially thre'-the weſtern world, who wete not fin- 
dete believers, and had not the hope of eternal life 
according to the Goſpel, by an intire dependence on 
ih mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, but willingly ſubſtituted 
hypocriſy in the room of true Religi 


gion, ſubmitted to 
his authority, and paid him almoſt divine honors. 


of 
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CHAP; XIII. v. 11.18. 


11. And I beheld another Beaſt coming up out of the Earth j 
4 and he had two Horns like a Lamb, and 5 as a Dragon. 
| 12. And he exercileth all the Power of the firſt Beaſt before 
dim, and cauſeth the Earth, and them which dwell therein, to 
£1 worſhip the firſt Beaſt, whoſe deadly Wound was healed... 
$1 13. And be doeth great Wonders, ſo that be maketh Fire come 
b down from Heaven on the Earth, in the Sight of Men. 
| 14. And deceiveth them that dwell-on the Earth, by the 
| Means of thoſe Miracles which he had Power to do in the biehe 
of the Beaſt © Saying to them that dwell on the Earth, that they 
| ſhould make an Image to the Beaſt which had the Wound by 
| 2 Sword, and did live, | $47 
- 15. And he had Power to give life unto the Image of the 
| Beaſt, that the Image of the Beaſt ſhould both ſpeak, and cauſe 
1 8 ap 5. as would not worſhip the Image of the Beaſt ſhould 
: . . 7 | * 5 
| 1656. And hecauſeth all, both Small and Great, Rich and Poor, 
Pree and Bond, to receive a Mark in their right Hand, or in 
l their Forecheads 3: . n 7% 2s 
| 17. And that no Man might buy or ſell, fave he that had the 
| Mark, or the Name ot the Beaſt; or the Number of his Name. 
| 18. Here is Wiſdom. Let him that hath Underſtanding 
count the Number of the Beaſt: for it is the Number of a Man; 


— 


and bis Number is Six Hundred Threeſeore and ſin. | 
u viſion of the ſeven-headed Beaſt, in the for- 

mer Section repreſents the Roman Monarchy, 

which paſſed thro” ſeven diſtin civil forms, or was 
under ſo many ſucceſſire governing powers. But 


the laſt which took place after the Empire appearc 


. 
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| A > ebcin to eden! -0ibbud prox ING 
to have received a fatal wound, conſiſted of a ſtrangs 
combination of the ten crowned horns, or the ten 
kingdoms which aroſe when the Empire was broken. 
Theſe, however diſtinct in that authority exerciſed 
in their reſpective dominions, were united by on 
common Head, which directed them in an impercep- 
tible manner to agree in maintaining one Deſpotiſm 
over the nations within che limits of the ancient Mo- 
narchy, lixe that whidh: had been | cxetcifed by thb 
former Heads, A Power ſprung up among them, 
repreſented in Daniel's viſion. af the ſame Beaſt, by a 
little Horn, in which the policy and rage of the Head 
were in a peculiar manner collected, and which ma- 
naged all the reſt, ſo that they concurred in the ſame 
general deſign againſt true Religion and the Liberties” 
- of mankind. lier 35d bad dom, 104% 200 
tes bn sc 2:4; ile 2yl 10 een 
Now John beholds another Monſter; preſented in 
Viſion. As ſoon as he had obſerved: the ſeveral ſur- 
priſing particulars of the firſt Beaſt, He ſau/ anotber 
Beaſt coming up gut of the Earth. The former aroſe-* 
out of the Sea, for it was an Empire compoſed of 
multitudes.of People by many commotions among the 
nations. But this ſecond Beaſt comes up out of the 
Earth; he ſeems to aſcend out of ſome pit or chaſm 
in the earth, perhaps to ſignify that he owed his origin 
to earthly or worldly principles, to the earthly Ne 
prevailing, among mankind, and came to promote a 
religion ſuited to the reigning temper of the world. 
In Chap. 17, v. 8, it ĩs ſaid of this fame beaſt, He hall 
aſcend aut of the bot tomleſi hit and ga inta per dition 
Here John, fees him aſcending as from the abyſs 
Hell, which naturally ſuggaſta that he is ane of Satan a 
Principal Emiſſarie cg aal | 
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nn eee 
This ſecond Beaſt had ta herns like a Lamb, | He 

locked like a very innocent creature ; ike 2 E 4 


with young budding horns, not made for ſtrength, as 
+ thoſe of ſutious beafts, to puſh, gore and deſtroy, t 
fer diſtinction and ſome weak defence. Tho! he Was 


not wholly without 2 rance of power, the 
ſqemed to be no danger of his doing 8 
chief. His eee And düfte ay, 


nor was his power to be dreaded-. A Lamb is the # 
Emblem of Jefus Chriſt in the viſions of this Book ® 
and chere fore this ſecond beaſt bears ſome ce” 
of Chriſt, and would paſs for his as pps on. 
earth; ——— ion the true 2 ation 
Morte ai Ben: N 
er 4 * 5 for ni mob ein 
bade . harmlefy ok, Re 
ſnake as @ Dragen. He opened his mouth With the 
Laie rage ad any of the tyrannical, furious, perſecu- 
ting powers, which had been raiſed Ep by the Dra-- 
Zion as inſtruments of his malice againſt — et and 
eſpegially ch ; tru Church of God! He diſcover 
To ſame reſolution to deſtroy all thoſe with whom the” 
Dragon madt war, and was animated With tlie very 
fame ann ſhewed itſelf 1 in the LET Beaſt 4 
5 811. e e dee r i 1430 
"He ere his own, yet 8 Won 
began to e xprciſe very great power in con # pt 
withthe firſt Beaſt. He exerciſeth oo the 2 the 
Fu. Beoft, before: bim, or, in 1 ence. ood” 
before hiin, and became Prime Bader W revi- 
ved Eanpire, taking tlie reins of government into bys 
own hand yet; he was willing the ci Powers 1 
| fiould:bave the credit of authority, while it was in- 
tirely wo his manage ment. This farther * 
b at agreement between che ſecond Beaſt Bag te, ; 
litle Harwin Daniel's viſion,” 
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By his contrivance the Empire « of the 2 b 
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He 71650 the "4 Pg them, which. dal therein, © 
worſbip the fir ii B e wound was, bealed.. 
Mankind were the appearancejofia Pows: 
er reſembling t Mets Box off Rome and at 
the inſtigaticd of this Ecolaflaſtic Head, reed, roll»; 
ah niger on? gant 
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which he dd > os ha 
5. N e eee 
farce e us craft, and pretended mira: 


18 or 15 rkg oh ual e Foarche acta 
25 2 Propbet rand dat wanders, ſo thai be ma- 
keth fire to. came. daum „ eaven on tbe earth iu the 


fight t of 1 WR r earth 


by means. of thoſe. nuracles which be bad homer tn do in 
the fight, 70 How exactly does this corte 
ſpond ta the Apoſtles de ſeription ai the: appearance: | 
oh the Men ae hel els, 2, - la, Whoſe comer! 
is. after the. working of! with all power 
© 9 8 lyiag wonders, and with all dene. 
| af unxighteouſneſ in them! that: periſh; 


they, received. not the-loye of the Tau 

* that they might. he, Ned. Andforthis cauſe Gods! 
< ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſion, that they ſhould 
believe a;lys,;, that tte all might be damned w 
6 believed Ne t the. Truth, but had pleaſure: inuarighr 
„ tequlneſs, The pfophet Rich commanded- Ira; 
to came down fam heaven, Which con“ ⁰E,ν twolc 
Captains withtheir companies ſent by Abaiah to uke 
him. This miracle ſtruck, the third Captain Nb 
dread, and brought him to make humble ſuppligation 
for his eg and treat the prophet with: ven ration 
while, he carried him as a priſoner to the King, Ia 
. Wy of this mixaclectbe-ſecond Renſt- 
lag 7 bring. fire. . | 
that oppaſe him; ang. by this andeothet miraples aſj- 
Wk ech e * 


God! He is therefore e#prefily called the falſ Pro. 
„ in Chap. XIX. 20, WHere, after the decifive Bat- 
tle fonght by the army of the KINGOFKINGS with. 
the Beaſt and the kings of the earth, and their armies, 
it is ſaid The Beaſt Was taken, and the falſe Prophet 
* that wrought mirucles before bim, with which he de- 
* ceivedthem that received the mark ofthe Beaſt, and 
<themthat worſhiped" his image“ Ie makes fire to | 
come down from heaven; not literally,” but in a figu- 
rative ſenſe He pretends” to have the direQtion of 
the thunder bolts of divine wrath, and to be able to 
deliver up to the flames of Hell all that refuſe ſub- 
miſſion to his commands; and moreoyer terrifies men 
with à fire of his own invention, which ſtrongly ope- 
rates on their imaginations, and keeps them in awe. 


And tho he works no real miracles, he has the art of 
impoſing on mankind ſo far as to make them believe 
he can do the moſt extraordinary things, and that 
multitudes of miracles have been wroyght, in confir- _ ' 
mationofhisfacredcharaQer andthe power which he 
aims to eſtabliſh. Thus by innumerable frauds, he de- 
ceives the inhabitants of the earth, ſo that they reyere 


his authority and readily obey his orders,” 


But becauſe the former Beaſt was greatly altered 
in it's appearance, and ſeemed mv en; to vaniſh and 
become a meer ſhadow or ideal thing, this falſe Pro- 
phet perſwaded them that dwell on the earth, that they. 
Huld mals un Image ts the Beaſt which had a wound by r 
the Sword, and did live. His deſign in this was to con- 
firm and inlarge his own Authority, in which that of 
the firſt Beaſt ſoon began to be abſorbed, and yet pre- 
ſerye ſuch a diſtinct appearance of civil power as was 
necetlaryito anſwer” his on purpoſes, and fkreen _ 
himſelf from the odium of being openly at the head 
of A temporal Monarchy. Accordingly, by the help 
Ain acer an mag of the former Beaſt, be. 1 
„ Kine — | | mg. 
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the Imperial Power of Rome, was at length compleated, 
It bore a very great reſemblance to the original. 
Nothing was wanting. but life and motion to give it 
the perfection neceflary for the exerciſe of dominion 
over the nations : not was this above the wonder-work- 
ing art of the falſe Prophets... „ vio) e 


God permitted the ſecond Beaſt to accompliſh: his 

ends to the utmoſt of his wiſh. By a wonderful kind 
of magic, He had power to give life to the Image of 
the Beaſt, that the image of the Beaf#. ſbauld both 
ſpeak, and cauſe that as many as would not worſhip 
the Image of the. Beaft ſbould be killed; It was in 
teality but an image of the former power of Rome. 
The Empite had at length intirely diſappeared; 
having no remaining form or life, except; as blend- 
ed with the ſecond Beaſt, and by him again prefent- 

ed to view in this image. However, the appearance 
of life was ſo well managed, that the image ſpoke 
with great authority, and commanded all to pay ho- 
mage and ſubmit to it's power; and all that refuſed 
this homage were web” 062 with death. 


From this timę both theſe beaſts act in perfect con- 
cert: their power is no longer diſtinguiſhable; but 
the ſame comm ands are inforced with joint authority, 
and they may be taken for one and the ſame Beaſt, 
2 Spirit of the latter animating the Image of the 
Ormer. | | . | > of 


There is one more remarkable citcuniſtance to be 
obſerved ; He cauſeth all, both ſmall and great, rich and 
25 free and bond, to receive à mark in tbeir right 

and, or in their forebeads : and that no man might buy 
or ſell 4 ſave he that had the mark, or the name of the 


| wo awd! | eaſt, 

2. —r5—..H ——ñ .v— 
Mr. Lowman produces a' ſtriking inſtance of this ſeverity in 
the Bull of Pope Martin V, Which directs the rm, | 
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' Braff, or the hunkr of Nr amt. © It was cnftonity 
in ancient ines fer Tervithts to fecbiZ§e the mark & 
* cheir maſters f and folders of their gerg ra; 4 
* thoſe wo were devoted to any deſty, of the del 
d Wholm they were devtted. And theſe marks 
« were uſually on their right kinds; or of their fore: 
_ © heads; and conſiſted of ſome. hieroglyphical Cha- 
* raters; or che name e&preſſed in Peas chaxac- 
tert, dr di 


ſouifſed in nümetical letters, accordin 
to the fancy of the Impoſet.“ * In alluſton to thi 
cuſtom all atè here faid ta be compelled to receive the 
mark of the Beaſt; that they right be openly diſtia-- 
guiſhed as his wotthippers. The mark is &preffed 
very onigmiatically.” It isatthe fame time, a mark, the 
name of the Beaſt; and the number of his name; and 
confiſts of three Letters of the Oteck Hy 0 75 
(ch. u, ft) which if taken a8 flumerals, make th 
number 666, as it ſtands in our trafiſlation of the Bible. 
The text gives us notice that it — wiſdom to 
explain this enigma . Here it wiſdom. Let him that bath 
anderflanding count the number of the Beaft ; for it is 
the number of a man, i. e. a mark, number, or way 
of reckoning uſed among men, though it requires the 
, Exerciſe of genius to determine the meaning----and 
bis namber is (ch, x, ſt.) 666. _ Accordingly, 
F bo⁵ . 4 "wr 
„e followets of Wicklif, John His; and Jerofite of Page, 
« We willand-eqmmind that by this our authority àpoſtöliez! 


: & ye exhbrt and admioniſh all the profeſſors of the 
I « taith,as Emperors, Kings, Dukes, Princes, &c. that they ex- 
% pe} out of their Kingdoms; provinees, cities; towns; &c: all 


and all manner of heretics; according to the efft & and tenor. 
«of the CouneilofLatefan.— That they foffer none ſuch with- 
in thelrShires of Cirouits, to pteach, or to — —.— houſe 
or family, eithex yet to uſe any handicraft or ation, 
other trades or merohandizes, or elſe to ſolace themiely 
any ways, or frequent the company of chriftian men. A 
* furthermore, if ſuch public and known DOS: ſhall . — 
to die (alcho not ſo pronounced by the Church ) yet in t 
- ſo great à crime, let —— ri N15 burial. 
2 2 = foreſaidtemporxtLords,&c.take zmonght 
—_— TY tem, with condign deaths, without any delay, to puniſh, 
eil. Bp. Newten in los, . | 2 


Körting), the learned have taken different mes, 

nöd of interpreting this number.---- Many have 
fallde&rHe conjeure of Irenæus, that the word, 
Eutiner, is intended, he ketten of which make the 


Sees of 668 3 and fo they ſoppoſs th lain 
Miri Pede oe, which i Jin remarkable fe 
Bug elt prayers, and the ſcriptures, and almoſt 
efy thing in Latin. If the name is to be ſpelt out 
By chieſe nd A letters, and this is the only thing 
ö this prophetic mark, the word Lateinos, 
the Hebrew word Romiit, which others chuſe, fig- 
nifying the Raman Beaſt or Empire, may anſwer as 
well to the other parts of the deſcription, as any that 
have beet found: But it is very uncertain whether 
this is the true and only way of counting the number, 
or anveftigating the myſtery contained in it. A great 
variety of words have been and may be thought of, 
which contain numeral letters amounting to the ſame 
feith' 3 and therefore this way is quite indeterminate. . 


Some Have thought the myſtery conſiſts in cons, 

fidering 666 as a ſquare number uſed myſtically for 
_ theAntichri/tian Church, juſt as 144,000 is the myſti- 
cal number of the true Church, raiſed from 12 the 
fquare'roor z/becauſe there were twelve Apoſtles,and 
twelve Pattiarchs, from whom the Church was mul» 
tiplied. Thus they take the neareſt root of 666, via. 
25; and find it to be a remarkable number in the an- 

hriſtjan Roman'State;deſcribing the Papacy in many 
of it's moſt eſſential parts: and though the ſquare, 
does not exactly agree, they ſuppoſe the imperfection. 
of the fquate may be defigned to imitate, that it is the 
deſctiptibn of a falſe church, not having that per- 


ſect beautiful proportion which appears in the true 

| Church of Chiift, 1 
| if Jt 2 40 1 ü | R | * $38 
12 4 8 N. | « * * ö 0 © $4 $2. 3 > Sas 
| - But Mir, Lowman Tippoſes this mumber ought to 
ö A * 
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de interpreted in a more fimple manner, accordin 
to the common way of reckoning ; and that it is in- 
tended to point out the time when the Papacy recei- 
ved the temporal power, and became the beaſt, or 
was conſtituted the laſt government of Rome. For 
if, according to the Opinion generally received, the 
time of this viſion was A. D. 94, 8 666 years 
from that date we ſhall be brought to A. D. 760, only 
four years beyond the time when the new government 
of Rome was erected under the papal power, viz. 
A. D. 756. This ſmall variation may well be allowed 
on the confiderations he propoſes; and it is a. very 
eaſy and probable way of reckoning, if we take the 
mark of the Beaſt for an arithmetical number. 


But there is another opinion which deſerves ſame 
notice, if we confider the three greek letters (ch, x, ſt,) 
4s a mark; viz. that they may ſtand as the initial let- 
ters of ſo many fignificant words. Accordingly three 
greek words have been pitched upon by a late writer, 
cbriſtianoi xenoi Faure (in engliſh, Chriſtians ſtrangers 
to the Croſs) : for he ſuppoſes this to be the diſtin- 

iſhing character of Antichriſt's Subjects, that they 
Hon ſuffering for Chriſt, and have contrived aworldly 
ſcheme of Religion, This interpretation ſeems too 
much forced, and has not the eaſy natural air of truth. 
Yet perhaps the method ouv't not to be intirely rejected: 
for tlie initial letters of names, or deſcriptive charac- 
ters are ſtill in common uſe as marks. May not theſe. 
words, Chriftos æulo ere . (in Engliſh, Cbriſ cru- 
died on the Croſs) be ſubſtituted in the room of the 
former ? It is well known that the fign of the croſs, 
wearing crucifixes, and bowing and kneeling to them, 
are. e ee, marks of the Roman Chatholics; 
andthe abovementioned words expreſs theſe charac- 
ters with peculiar ſtrength and fignificance. The il- 


luſtrious Sc, Iſaac Newton ſeems to haye had ſome- 
C772 r oy — . 
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and the number of the Beaſt, and expreſſes the Ma 
by hree Crofles, + f. 


thing Iike this way of interpretation in his mind, when 
he makes a diſtinction betwixt the Mark, the Name 


Every one muſt judge for "himſelf whether this 
Myſtery is ſufficiently, explained in any of the forges 
mentioned ways; or whether any. other mare proba. 
ble method may be propoſed. Tho the particularinters 
pretations may remain uncertain, the general mean: 
ing is plain, viz. That the, worſhippers of the Beaſt, 
or the ſubjecis of his kingdom, ſhould. be diſtingui: 
ed from all others by ſome manifeſt ſigns or teſts. of 
their profeſſion. ; and that all who. appeared not to 
be his Subjects, ſhould be denied even the common 


privileges of ſociety. This is remarkably, verified in 


the papal dominions. Severe Inquiſitions have been 
erected; with power to ſeize on the perſons and effects 
of, ſuſpected Heretics, and torture and. murder at 
their pleaſure. And if any man is excommunicated 
by the Church, he is deprived of all temporal honors, 


-emoluments, and comforts, and delivered over to the 
 Tecular arm to be puniſhed with the utmoſt ſeverity 3 


and ar death denied chriſtian burial, . 
E WE ARWe 148974: M368 ARYA, DAG 4 HISOBUS T2080 
Now, by reyie wing the whole deſcription of this 
ſecond Beaſt, we may detetmine in a very fatixfaRory, 


manner Who and What he is. That ſome new Power: 
is intended is plain from his having the form of a,” 
Beaſt, and ſpeaking and acting in perfect cqucert with, 


1 


+ Dr. Moſheim in Ecc. Hiſt. Cen. 8. Part 2.Chap, 2. Note.(p} 
ſays, From this Century excommunipation received that in- 
fernal power which diſſolyed all connections z ſot hat thoſe 
_ © whom the Biſhops, or their Chief, excluded from church 
**© communion, were degraded to a level with theBeafts. Under 


this trorrid ſentence, the king, the ruler, the huſhang, the. 
father, nay even the man, forfeited alttheir rights, atltheig 


_*adrantages, the claims of nature, & the privileges of S, 


” wo — 4 pIT—— ww wo 


rance 


the earth, 28 if from the bottomleſs pit, as an mil. 
fary of Satan, It is a power which pretends to an imi+ 


ſentative, without any threatni e of tyran- 
iniſter of God, 0 


nic 

by whict 
he impoſes on the work all to ſubmit ig 
his orders. By his voice, which is furious and 125 
tic, he betrays himſelf to be one of the Dragons inſtru- 


. the 
| | his recovery 1 
the wound ; ſtands in his preſence, exetciſeth all hi: 
and 

obey Him; bee and terrifying them into idolat 


wake an image of it, and commands them'to worſhip 
this image on pain of death. He inſpires this image 
with life and motion, and makes it act with all its for- 
mer authority; and even with greater power, as a 
God; caufing every man to be killed that refuſes to 
worſhip him, and obliging perſons of all ages, ranks' 
.and conditions to receive a mark which may. openly 
br chem as his ſervants, on penalty of bolus 
7 


prohibited even from all civil commerce in his domini- 
ons. | —_ . + | 


„ e n, — — tas Fe . hare 2 N 
Al cheſe characters ſurpriaingly coincide in the 
PAPAL POWER, ® which arofe plainly to view ſoon 
2 7 —— — oy PR 
Mr. Lowman is much embarraſſed as t9 the en 
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0 e be fk the woſtera Empire ro- 

became tho principal means 

e 25 began to exerciſe the pows+: 

ER before the farmer dquſti- 

— — wholly vaniſhed out 

t but in fc an an Es ag 5 
ba Payer as his. n. He pre to act o 

racer, as a Miniſter of Chriſt hut was 

"fy —— aſſumed high authority in this — 

Wes and ſecured it by all manner of 'priefieerafe; 

e and lying wonders, making the utmoſt 

1 of the ignorates and ſuperſtition of the 


Ferie When * e no longer able to preæſerve, by 
d ee n of the fatmer ciyi 


Corn 


bis own cecleſiaſtic au- 
tori, 8 8 comin rel 375 PI nen 
1 — — eee. 


"Bi e r. Obſereation which he hiogſelf wa makes in 
80 1 0 17, * wt that the beaft (i. e. the firſt 

is one Empt re, tho' in ſeveral different | forugs of governmen 
in. — Had he kept to this, he would not have de- 
1; termined, in bis _— this Ubapter, that the firfl Beaſt 
WM. 5 of the K n of Ravenna was giv 

o the Papacy, & es 4c the Seat of the Pope's 2 
> dominion ; nor would he have wholly rejected the Opinion 
Mr, Mede; Whiftoo, Waple aud Dauhun. 

If the firſt Beaſt is one Empire under ſeven ſycceflive forms 

of government, with what propriety or gonſiſte "Nc can It 1 
— to riſe out of the Sea, u. er the ſetenth Head, or fo 


rnment. . 
21 he Truth js, the ond Beaſt tho difterent in torun and 
in ſome reſpects diſtinguiſhable ſrom the firſt, immediately 
N appears in conjunction with it, and becomes Uke a new head, 
© however monſtrous, added to the former. His aſcent from 
- the earth may be conſidered as 2 kind of re ſurtection of the 
arſt Beaſt, "which from this time live and acts only by hig 
means. o other diftiaRion, t ere fore, is F . betw 75, 
- the two Reafts, except that ofche civil antecclefixftical 
Fer. The civil NI peculiarly characteriſes the firit a4 
18 power of the ſword ; the ecc!oliaſtic power 
is the ar 8 of the ſecond, which i is no otbet than 


the Head of the Hierarchy ; aud both theſe mixed ae | 


ee the ſeventh Head, 


. 


&f France, © recover from the Lombard t the Exar- 
chate'of Ravenna, and territories a , and” ger 
chem delivered to the See of Rome as the Patrimony 
K. Peter, of which the Popes ever fince have hat 
ernment: and ſo Rome again began o exer- 
eiſe demporal as well as ſpiritual power; and an 1 
of the former Empire was fabricated. ' But me, 
he open Scandal of acting by himſelf as abſolute 
Monarch of the weſtern nations, about A. D. 800, 
* the Fontiff perſwaded the pe ople (of Rome) elated 
& at this time with — their independency 
and elective — * t units their ſuffrages in ſavor 
of Charle and to proclaim him Emperor of 
| © the Weſt?” © Thus the title of Emperor, extinct 
ever ſince the time of Auguſtus in the Weſt, was re- 
vived and given to Charles, and the image of che old 
Empire was compleated in Germany, © that the Ro- 
man Church might have a defender or guardian a- 
« gainſt Infidels, Heretios, and ſeditious men; ＋ or 
rather, that ſhe might eſtabliſh a more univerſal Hi- 
erarchy, by an artful management of this Image, to 
which The had given life. '' And that every motion of 
this Image might depend on the Papal Power, the 
new Empire was in a ſhort time modelled in ſuch a 
manner, that many Biſhops got into their hands large 
temporal dominions,and became eccleſiaſtical Princes, 
who, under the influence of the Pontiff, . aſſiſted in 
making the Image obſequious to his will, and extend- 
ing his authority over all other kingdoms. 2 


. * 
MIC 7% 


I any doubt can till remain whether the = of 
me Popes or the Monarchy of the Romiſh Church is 
intended by the ſecond Beaſt ; a due attention to the 
WE) en een of the viſion in She 1 a7th Chap- 


ter 
1 
1 e * tas. Aaft4 ado, 1 — ͤ— 


14 


e Molh. eccl. His" Pant. 4 cb a g ie. 155 
"4 Bow, Hitt. Popes. Vol. 4. P. 153. e 


ter, may afford very itrong additional evidence, ank 
give ſome farther knowledge of the time when An» 7 
tichriſt aroſe, the Seat of his government, the nature 
and extent of his Ie and the means of his de- 
ſtruction, — 
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